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A lecture on the Humility of the Prophets 
and its Importance 
 
The prophet SAW was the best example of humility and commanded us to be humble. His life 
was a demonstration of humility so that we could follow in his footsteps.  
 
All of the prophets were humble, it was one of their core characteristics. They were 
messengers and some were monarchs - but this had no effect on their character, none of 
them became arrogant because of it. They were so humble, that even at the peak of their 
success, when anyone else would have given in to their ego, they all turned to Allah.  
 
 
Yusuf AS went through so much difficulty. He rose from the depths of the well to ruler of 
Egypt. His dream of the 11 stars, the sun and moon prostrating came true when he became 
the de facto ruler. He united his family. He turned to Allah and said "Indeed you gave me a 
kingdom and taught me the interpretation of the dream". 
 
 
Pharaoh came years later, denied that there was a creator and claimed that he was the 
greatest and his end is a lesson in the consequences of pride and arrogance. 
 
Sulayman AS marched with jinn, man, animals, birds and beasts. Upon approaching an army 
of ants, he heard the queen ant ordering the colony to hide before they were crushed. Any 
other person would have felt pride and arrogance at this miracle (being able to understand 
them) but Sulayman AS turned to Allah and said 
"Oh my Lord, grant me the ability to be grateful for the favours that you have bestowed upon 
me and my parents, that I may do righteous deeds so that we may be entered amongst the 
pious”  
 
Isa AS was given no worldly kingdom but was given one of spirituality. His greatness was such 
that even today, he is prayed to and viewed as incarnate people of other faiths. 
"Never will the messiah disdain from being and Abd, not will the Angels." 
"Whoever will disdain from being an Abd and being arrogant thereof, Allah will surely enter 
them into Hell in humiliation!" 
If such a great man didn't become arrogant, who are we to do so?  
 
Muhammad SAW recognised humility more than any other prophet. 
Mentioned in Bukhari, Hadhrat Umar RA narrates "I heard the Prophet of Allah say "Do not 
extoll me as the Nazareen extoled the son of Maryam. Instead, say I am the servant and 
prophet of Allah" 



The Prophet SAW would remind everyone that he was a slave before a messenger. He 
recognised the obligation of being a servant. In Arabic know as u'boodiya. عبودية 
The Prophet SAW met Jibreel AS in person when the words of surah Alaq conveyed to him 
(SAW). This was the introduction to Islam, the last time Allah chose to speak to one of his 
creation.  
During Mi'raaj, he led all the prophets in Salah and saw Allah. He was bestowed with such 
glory and blessings and yet he said "Glory be to Allah, who carried his servant through the 
night" 
The Prophet SAW is referred to as Abd (servant) and humility was of utmost importance.  
It's mentioned by Ibn Majah that Abu Saeed Khudri narrates that the Prophet SAW said “I am 
the leader of the sons of Adam, and it is no boast. I will be the first one for whom the earth 
will be split open on the Day of Resurrection, and it is no boast. I will be the first to intercede 
and the first whose intercession will be accepted, and it is no boast. The banner of praise will 
be in my hand on the Day of Resurrection, and it is no boast.”  
 
All the prophets will turn away people who ask for an intercession. Isa AS will be the 
penultimate person who will be asked for an intercession and he will say "Nafsi Nafsi" 
(‘myself, myself) He will be worried about the fact that he is being worshipped by the people. 
 
They will all then turn to the Prophet SAW who will fall prostrate before Allah. The Prophet 
SAW once told the companions regarding him seeking intercession "Allah will reveal to me 
such words of praise that I do not know" 
Prophet SAW said "Oh people, adhere to the fear and consciousness of Allah. Never let 
Shaytaan seize your senses. I am the son of Abdullah, who is the servant of Allah. Do not elevate 
me beyond what Allah has granted me" He knew his status yet was always humble. 
 
 
 
 
 
During the formation of the treaty of the Battle of Hudaibiyah, the Prophet SAW dictated: ‘This 
is a treaty between Muhammad the Messenger of Allah and Suhayl ibn ‘Amr.’  
‘Stop!’ cried Suhayl, ‘I don’t believe that you are the Messenger of Allah. If I thought you were 
Allah’s Messenger, I wouldn't be fighting against you, would I? ’Calmly, the Prophet SAW 
agreed that he should be referred to in the treaty as Muhammad’, son of ‘Abdullah.’ 
The Muslims were very upset at this, and ‘Umar RA furiously cried out, ‘Are you not Allah’s 
Messenger, and are we not Muslims? How can we accept such treatment when we are right 
and they are wrong? This will make people laugh at our religion!’ The Prophet SAW was not 
offended that he was not given a title, in fact he was offended when people tried to give him 
one. 

It was narrated in Sahih Bukhari by Abu Huraira RA that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Last night a 
demon from the Jinns came to me (or the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, a similar sentence) to disturb my 
prayer, but Allah gave me the power to overcome him. I intended to tie him to one of the 
pillars of the mosque till the morning so that all of you could see him, but then I remembered 
the Statement of my brother Solomon:--'My Lord! Forgive me and bestow on me a kingdom 
such as shall not belong to any other after me.' (38.35) the narrator added: Then he (the 



Prophet) dismissed him, rejected. 'Nor am I one of the pretenders (a person who pretends 
things which do not exist).' 

Abu Hurayrah RA said "The Prophet SAW was visited by Jibreel AS. Jibreel AS stared towards 
the heavens and said 'There is an angel descending who has never done so before. He asked 
'Allah is asking "Should we make you a king and prophet or a slave and messenger" Jibreel AS 
indicated that he (SAW) should submit and humble himself so the Prophet SAW said 'Not a 
monarch but a servant and messenger to Allah' 

Abdullah bin Mas'ood RA  (in Tirmidhi) says "The Sahabah RA visited the Prophet SAW. 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) slept on a straw mat and got up with the marks left by it on his body. 
Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) said, "O Messenger of Allah! Would that you 
make us spread out a soft bedding for you." He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) replied, "What have I to do with the 
world? I am like a rider who had sat under a tree for its shade, then went away and left it."”  

Abu Hurayrah RA (in Bukhari) says Two persons, a Muslim and a Jew, quarrelled. The Muslim 
said, "By Him Who gave Muhammad superiority over all the people! The Jew said, "By Him 
Who gave Moses superiority over all the people!" At that the Muslim raised his hand and 
slapped the Jew on the face. The Jew went to the Prophet and informed him of what had 
happened between him and the Muslim. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) sent for the Muslim and asked him 
about it. The Muslim informed him of the event. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Do not give me 
superiority over Moses, for on the Day of Resurrection all the people will fall unconscious and 
I will be one of them, but I will be the first to gain consciousness, and will see Moses standing 
and holding the side of the Throne (of Allah). I will not know whether (Moses) has also fallen 
unconscious and got up before me, or Allah has exempted him from that stroke” He may be 
spared unconsciousness due to his bout of unconsciousness in this world when Allah revealed 
Himself to Musa AS.  

Once during Salaah, the Prophet SAW made a mistake and made two prostrations of error. 
(Sajidah-us-sahw) He then said "I am but a human being and I forget as you forget. If I forget, 
remind me." 

Once two people came to see the Prophet SAW. They angered him immensely so he sent them 
away after scolding them. Ayesha RA asked him why and her turned to her and said "I am but 
a human being and become angry as they do. Anyone that I curse, May it become a mercy for 
him on the day of Qiyamah.”  

On the authority of Ar-Rubai' bint Mu'awidh, "The Prophet SAW came and sat on my bed as 
far from me as you are sitting now, and our little girls started beating the Duff and reciting 
verses mourning my father who had been killed in the battle of Badr. One of them said: 
'Among us is a Prophet who knows what will happen tomorrow.' On that the Prophet said: 
'Stop saying this, and keep on saying what you were saying before." Even though he was the 
Prophet of Allah, he did not want people attributing such qualities to him. 

Abdullah bin Awf said "I never saw the Prophet SAW disdain from walking along with a widow 
or with a poor person and fulfil their needs" He didn't mind whose company he was in, and 
he never looked at their status. 



Once Anas RA passed by some children who were playing and conveyed salaams to them and 
said that this had been a practice (greeting children) of the Prophet SAW. 

The rich, powerful chiefs of Makkah- who were did not believe would often jeer and mock 
the prophet about the fact that most of his followers were poor, slaves and vulnerable and 
sent the following verse in this respect: 

"And do not drive away those who call upon their Lord in the morning and the evening, they 
desire only His favour; neither are you answerable for any reckoning of theirs, nor are they 
answerable for any reckoning of yours, so that you should drive them away and thus be of 
the unjust. And thus do We try some of them by others so that they say: “Are these they 
upon whom Allah has conferred benefit from among us?” Does not Allah know the grateful? 
(And when those who believe in our signs come to you, say: “Peace be upon you, your Lord 
has ordained mercy on Himself” (al Kah) 

Salman, Bilal, 'Ammar and their companions RA say: “When Allah revealed these verses, the 
Prophet SAW turned towards us, called us to come nearer to him, and said, 'Your lord has 
ordained mercy on Himself.' Then we used to sit with him, and when he wanted to stand up 
(and go from there), he did so. Then Allah revealed "And withhold yourself with those who 
call on their Lord in the morning and evening desiring His goodwill, and let not your eyes pass 
from them" (surah Kahf 28)  

“When this was revealed, the Prophet SAW used to make us sit so near him that our thighs 
almost touched his thighs; and he did not stand up before us. When we felt that the time had 
come for him to stand, we took his leave; and then he stood up after we had gone. And he 
used to say to us, 'I thank God who did not take me out of this world until He ordered me to 
keep patience with a group of my ummah. I shall spend my life with you, and, after death, 
shall remain with you.'" 

Abu Sufyaan came to rectify the Treaty of Hudaibiya. The ex-slaves saw him and in their anger 
one said "It seems as the swords of Allah have not yet found their place in the enemy of 
Allah." Abu Bakr RA heard this and was in charge of looking after Abu Sufyaan. Abu Bakr 
scolded those Sahabah RA. Some of them went to complain to the Prophet SAW who then 
summoned Abu Bakr RA, telling him "Do not speak to the in such a manner for you will anger 
them. This will anger Allah" 

Abu Saeed Khudri - in Musnad Ahmed narrates that a group of people we were once sat 
outside the masjid of the Prophet SAW. There was a Qaari reciting quraan. Some of the 
people listening were so poor that they only had one cloth to cover their whole body so they 
huddled together to maintain modesty and privacy. The Prophet SAW stood at the edge of 
the gathering and was listening to the recitation but the Qaari noticed him and stopped. The 
Prophet SAW then said "All praise to those whom Allah has commanded me to be patiently 
seated with. O assembly of emigrants, receive my glad tidings, for you will enter Jannah 500 
years before anyone else" This was the man to whom the Quraan was revealed. 

Buraydah RA narrates "Once the Prophet SAW was walking through Madinah. A Sahabah RA 
was riding a donkey and saw him walking. He went to the Prophet SAW and said 'Climb on to 



the front of my donkey'. The Prophet SAW said 'You are more deserving of the front of your 
animal than I am' " 

Mu'adh RA was chosen by the Prophet SAW to go to Yemen to spread Islam. When he was 
bidding farewell, the Prophet SAW did not dismiss him, but rather accompanied him and gave 
him advice. Mu'adh RA was mounted on his animal and the Prophet SAW walked beside 
him. Then when he finished he said, "Perhaps, Mu'adh, you may not meet me after 
this year, but perhaps, you may pass this mosque of mine and my grave." Mu'adh wept from 
grief over the departure of  Allah's Messenger SAW. Nowadays, no dignitary would be able to 
do such a thing.  

In a hadeeth narrated by Abdullah Ibn Amr RA, he said "Never was Rasullulah SAW seen to be 
eating reclining and never were two men following in his footsteps (as an entourage)" 

Is it narrated in Musnad Ahmed from Jaabir RA who said "When people were with the 
Prophet SAW, they walked in front and left the rear for the angels." 

Abdullah ibn Busr RA reported "I give sheep as a gift to the Prophet, SAW and the Prophet 
SAW sat on his knees to eat. A bedouin said, "What is this sitting?" The Prophet SAW said, 
"Verily, Allah has made me a noble servant and he has not made me an arrogant tyrant."(Ibn 
Majah) 

Anas bin Maalik RA said "I served the Prophet SAW for 10 years and he never said to me 
“Oof" and never blamed me by saying, "Why did you do so or why didn't you do so?" 

Anas RA "When someone met the Prophet SAW, he SAW would not withdraw his hand until 
the other person did so. And when he was speaking to them, he would not do so from the 
side. He didn't turn away until the other person did. And when sat in a line with Sahabah RA, 
he never let his knees protrude from amongst the companions." (Tirmidhi) 

Anas RA "He (SAW) would ride a donkey, visit the sick, attend funerals and would accept the 
invitation of even a slave."  (Tirmidhi) 

Ummul Mu'mineen Ayesha RA said "Someone asked what the Prophet SAW did in the privacy 
of his home. She replied 'He engaged himself in the service of his family. At Salaah time, he 
would leave. He would also milk the goat, repair his sandals, stitch his clothes and delouse his 
clothes" (Bukhari) 

He who is simple, Allah elevates him. 
He who is arrogant, Allah abates him. 
 

Reflection: How do we react to praise? If we have a title, we constantly remind 
people of it. The one who was the most deserving of titles refused to have any. 

 


